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Sheila P. Burke, M.P.A., R.N., FAAN, is the Senior Public Policy 
Advisor and Chair of the Government Relations and Policy Group at 
Baker Donelson. Ms. Burke is the Vice Chair of the Commonwealth 
Fund board of directors and a member of the board of directors of Abt 
Associates and Ascension Health Care. She previously served as an 
Adjunct Lecturer and Executive Dean at the John F. Kennedy School 
of Government at Harvard University. Ms. Burke was also Chief of 
Staff to Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole, served as Deputy Staff Director of the Senate 
Committee on Finance, and was the Secretary of the Senate, which is the Chief Administrative 
Officer of the U.S. Senate. She was a Commissioner on the Medicare Payment Advisory 
Commission and Chair of the Kaiser Foundation Board. Early in her career, she was a staff nurse 
in California. Ms. Burke is a member of the National Academy of Medicine where she previously 
served as a member of its council and received the David Rall Award. She is also a Fellow of the 
American Academy of Nursing and member of the National Academy of Public Administration. 
Ms. Burke graduated from the University of San Francisco and Harvard University, and she has 
honorary degrees from Marymount University and the Uniformed Services University of the 
Health Sciences. She has served on several National Academies committees, most recently as 
Cochair of the Committee on the Review of Federal Policies That Contribute to Racial and Ethnic 
Health Inequities. 
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