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Dr. Howell was previously a Professor of Population Health Science &
Policy and OB-GYN and the Founding Director of the Blavatnik Family
Women'’s Health Research Institute at the Icahn School of Medicine at
Mount Sinai. She is an NIH-funded OB-GYN health services researcher,
and her major research interests are the intersection between quality of
care and disparities in maternal and infant morbidity and mortality and
postpartum depression and its impact on underserved communities. She
has served on several expert committees, including for the Institute of ~
Medicine, NIH, The Joint Commission, the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, and
international scientific advisory boards. She co-chaired the Alliance for Innovation on Maternal
Health’s Working Group on Reduction of Peripartum Racial Disparities, served on the New York
governor’s Taskforce on Maternal Mortality and Disparate Racial Outcomes, served on the New York
City Maternal Mortality and Morbidity Steering Committee, and testified in Congress to ask for
maternal health care legislation. She currently co-chairs the National Quality Forum’s Committee on
Maternal Morbidity and Mortality.
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